,

CONVOCATION
MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 1996
2:30 PM

I.

Opening Selections - Jonathan Besancon

II.

Executive Director's welcome:
Good morning.
Would you please join me in thanking Mr.
Besancon once again for his superb
performance.
Thank you Jonathan.
A very special good morning to each of you; on
behalf of the Board of Trustees, I want to
welcome you to the beginning of a new
academic year.
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I also want to especially welcome our juniors
and seniors.

It is wonderful to see you all
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again; and I extend a special greeting to our ~:
new students, the Class of 1999.
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We are delighted you have accepted our
invitation to join the IMSA community and your
new home.
As Sophomores, you no doubt feel a little
homesick, a little lost, and perhaps, a little
anxious - or maybe a lot anxious - if you do,
just think about your parents!

But you need to

look around you at the other 600 faces that are

,

here today and know that we are all here to
support and help you.
So please, donlt feel bashful or foolish about
asking anyone of us for what you need;

we are

now all members of an extended family.
(CLASS STAND)
At this time, I would like the class of 1999 to
please stand so we might officially welcome
them to our community.
This is the tenth time the Academy has
assembled for a Convocation, and it is always a
special time.
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A Convocation represents a coming together; a
formal calling of our community, and a time for
reflection

and celebration.

We begin our year together in this way to
publicly affirm our commitment to one another,

to our community, to learnlngfto discovery,
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and to celebrate the connections and bonds we
share.
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Every Convocation is special because it ushers
in the beginning of a new year; but today also
represents the beginning of a new decade in
IMSAl s history.
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Soon" we will- celebrate ·IMSAls ·1 Oth ··Anniversary.
(INTRODUCE DR. GREGG SINNER)

And now itls a real pleasure for me to introduce
our principal, Dr. Gregg Sinner.
(GREGG SPEAKS)
Thank you Gregg
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(INTRODUCE STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT

!

ELIZABETH "BETH" GREINER)
III. It is now a delight to introduce your Student
Council President, Beth Greiner, who is a senior
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from Mundelein.
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Dr. Sinner and I have been impressed by Beth's
commitment and leadership.

She will be helping

I
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us and you, as students, to figure out how IMSA
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students can more directly contribute to IMSA's
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role of statewide serve to th)e
as the teachers of Illinois.

~tudents

as well

.-~~d='/Science

is, of

course, a superb example of student
contributions and we look forward to the
emergeace of other such initiatives, as well.
We believe we are in for a very special year
under Beth's stewardship.
(BETH SPEAKS)

Thank you, Beth.
(MUSICAL SELECTION)
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And now, would you please join me in
welcoming, onlt· again, Mr. Jonathan Besancon,
who will play
/
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(JONATHAN PLAYS)

Jonathan, on behalf of all of us, we thank you for
your gift of music; you have enriched us all and
made this a very special Convocation.
(PRESENT FLOWERS)
(INTRODUCE BADRI RENGARAJAN)
And now, it is a delight to introduce our
keynote

speaker.

I V . Two years ago, the Convocation Task Force
recommended that we have an IMSA graduate as
the Convocation speaker.

And when we talked

about who we would love to have }~i!~)~:~)~'
Badri Rengarajan, a member of tile class of
1989, was a clear choice.
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8adri s impressive vita is described in the
program; but more than his academic
achievements is his untiring commitment to the
service of others, and we are honored and
privileged to have him with us.
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He flew in from Yale University in Connecticut
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to be with us, and he will be returning to Yale
after

convocation.

Would you please join me in giving him a most
warm welcome!
(KEYNOTE ADDRESS)
Thank you, 8adri.

v.

We are very grateful for your contributions to
our Convocation.

We are proud of what you are

becoming and we wish you Geed Speed in all
your endeavors.
&; oj)
I am uplifted by the positive energy, the sense
of hopefulness, and the spirit of collaboration I
feel in the Academy this year.
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Let us build on this sense of cGftulnu,ity by
coming together in the spirit of stewardship
and service and by remembering three simple
rules:
•

Take care of yourself;

•

Take care of each other, and

•

Take care of this remarkable place.
I have four very broad goals for us this year
and they will take all of us to achieve them;
they are to:

1)

Create the conditions for IMSA to become a
healthier, more vital and more joyful
community and not a more perfect one;

2)

Build the capacity of everyone in the
community to realize IMSAls mission and to
achieve our objectives

3)

aa,

Unleash theengrmous intelligence, creativity
{)'1(,

and love of Ute community on the Important
work we do to transform teaching and learning
in mathematics and science and to serve other
students and teachers in Illinois and,

,

4)

To use our voice to redefine teaching and
learning in our nation.
The collective voice of IMSA is becoming a
powerful and distinguished one and we must
make sure we keep it healthy and strong and
use it with clarity a,nd integrity.
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And so I wish for each of you, what I wish for all
of us, a year of physical, emotional and
spiritual health and well-being; a year of
continued growth and new learning; of new
friendships and relationships, and a year of
reflection, collaboration and celebration 
reflecting on the gifts we have been given;
2)

Collaborating on what we can all give back

to those

that have entrusted IMSA to our

care and,
3)

Celebrating the wonderful opportunities

and blessings

we share.

We know our challenge - I believe and we know
what we must do together to meet it - so in the
words of the Captain John Luc Picard of the
Starship Enterprise - "Let's make it SO."
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This concludes our Convocation; please join us
with Badri, Jonathan and Beth for our
"Fe:GePtiafliMIadnsea:, 1Oth Year Birthday

Celebration.
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